GOVERNMENTS   SINCE 1835

81 only; 33 Conservatives voted for the motion and some 60 abstained.
Mr Chamberlain decided that a Government of all parties should be formed.
At a conference the Labour leaders made it plain that they were not prepared
to serve under Mr Chamberlain or Lord Halifax. Mr Chamberlain then
resigned and (apparently) advised the King to send for Mr Churchill, under
whom the Labour and Liberal leaders agreed to serve.
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37. Conservative Government^ 294$
Prime Minister: Mr Churchill.

In May 1945, ten days after the unconditional surrender of the German
forces, and two days before the annual Conference of the Labour party,
Mr Churchill wrote to the leaders of the Labour, Liberal and Liberal National
parties, suggesting that their parties should remain in the Government until
the termination of the war against Japan or else withdraw at once so that there
might be a general election in July. Mr Attlee, having consulted the National
Executive and the Conference of the Labour party, rejected the suggestion
that the Labour ministers should remain in the Government until the end of
the war against Japan. He considered that there must be an election in 1945,
that the parties were divided on the issues of post-war policy, and accordingly
that the Labour ministers must withdraw before the general election. He
urged, however, that the election should be held on the new register in the
autumn. Sir Archibald Sinclair considered that there ought to be a general
election, preferably in the autumn, but was willing to consult about con-
tinuing the Coalition. Mr Churchill rejected the idea of an autumn election
and on 23 May tendered his resignation and was commissioned to form a new
Government. At the same time he asked foj a dissolution of Parliament,
which was granted. The reconstructed Government was wholly Conservative
(and Liberal National) and, its task being to govern the country until the
result of the general election was known, it was described as a * Caretaker
Government'. The Conservative party was heavily defeated at the general
election and Mr Churchill resigned without meeting Parliament.
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